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Takashi Saito's return from arm troubles has been so 
positive that the Sox brass are hopeful that he can open 
the season as Papelbon's top RH set-up man, in tandem 
with LHP Hideki Okajima. In fact, in Sunday's Worcester 
Telegram & Gazette , Boston pitching coach John Farrell 
indicated Saito would be the first alternative to Papelbon 
at closer. So far, J.D. Drew's back has been a non-issue.
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Good news: Matt Wieters hit his first HR, Jeremy Guthrie 
looked good before leaving for the WBC, and Koji Uehara 
threw two scoreless innings in his debut. Bad news: Most 
of the other rotation candidates failed to shine — Brad 
Hennessey and Rich Hill are hurt, and Danys Baez, Mark 
Hendrickson, and David Pauley turned in poor outings. On 
most clubs, the addition of Adam Eaton would not register 
a blip, but on BAL he will get a serious shot at the rotation.
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